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You  have  probably  been  doing  a  goo  a  deal'  oi  thinking  aUout  winter  clothes 
lately.     Clothing  the  family  for  winter  is  one  of  the  important  jobs  that  falls  to 
the  hcmemaker  about  this  time  of  year.    Usually  along  about  now  you  take  the 
woolens  out  of  mothballs.    You  look  over  what  ycu  have  and  figure  out  which  clothes 
are  good  for  more  wear  —  which  need  making  over  —  and  what  you'll  have  to  buy  new. 
Maybe  you  have  already  been  looking  at  clothes  in  the  stores  and  noticing  wartime 
changes.    Very  likely  you  have  been  wondering  how  best  to  manage  your  clothing 
problems  in  wartime.    You  may  have  been  wondering  what  and  how  much  to  buy  — 
whether  to  stock  up  for  an  uncertain  future  or  buy  only  what  you  really  need  now  — 
whether  to  look  for  quality  and  durability,  as  you  always  have,  or  buy  while  you 
can  —  whether  to  buy  frills  and  luxuries  now  in  case  you  can't  buy  them  later. 
You  may  have  been  wishing  you  could  just  look  ahead  and  know  about  supplies  and 
prices  as  the  war  goes  on. 

Today  here  are  some  tips  to  help  you  with  these  wartime  clothing  problems — 
tips  from  clothing  specialists  and  economists  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  other  Government  agencies  concerned. 

To  begin  with,  these  experts  suggest  what,  of  course,  you  know — that  in  war- 
time your  country's  needs  come  first,  and  your  family's  wants  and  needs  second* 
This  holds  for  clothing  as  well  as  for  food,  household  goods,  and  all  the  other 
things  Americans  are  used  to  having.    Fajaily  clothing  represents  an  annual  invest- 
ment of  millions  of  dollars  of  the  national  income.     In  time  of  war  money  counts 
to  your  country,  so  all  spending  for  clothes  should  be  wise  careful  spending. 


Fabrics  are  an  essential  war  commodity  along  with  labor,  and  machines,  and  the 
other  things  that  go  into  the  making  of  clothing.    You  and  other  civilians  need 
to  see  your  clothes    as  they  fit  into  the  big  effort  to  release  men,  machines, 
factories,  transportation  materials,  and  money,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  reasonable 
supplies  of  clothing  necessities  at  proper  price  levels.    If  you  see  the  whole 
picture  of  the  war  effort,  you  can  understand  the  reason  for  Government  control  in 
wartime  and  willingly  accept  any  changes  you  have  to  make  in  clothing  yourself  and 
your  family.    Changes  are  sure  to  come  either  in  the  way  you  buy  clothes,  or  in  the 
way  you  use  and  care  for  them.  She  reasons  are  many — shortages  of  material,  the 
fact  that  much  textile  machine  has  been  diverted  to  rjroducing  war  goods  only,  rising- 
prices,  substitutes,  efforts  to  prevent  further  inflation,  and  shortages  of  labor 
at  home  and  in  industry. 

Briefly,  here's  the  story  of  clothing  costs  and  the  war.    Scarcity  of 
materials  and  the  rising  cost  of  manufacturing  and  distributing  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war  brought  the  cost  of  clothing  up  and  up.    Clothing  costs  in  general  rose 
almost  as  much  as  they  did  in  a  comparable  period  in  the  last  war.    But  for  farm 
families  the  cost  of  clothing  rose  even  more,  because  farm  people  happen  to  use 
mostly  the  cotton  work  cloth  in  demand  by  defense  workers  and  our  armed  forces. 
Clothing  costs  for  the  American  farm  family  rose  32  percent  between  September  '39 
and  June  '42.    Cotton  work  shirts  went. up  almost  52  percent  —  cotton  overalls  46 
percent  —  cotton  work  trousers  almost  38  percent  —  and  cotton  percale  dresses  67 
and  a  half  percent.    You  remember  that  price  rises  in  general  became  so  serious  by 
March  of  this  year  that  the  Office  of  Price  Administration  froze  prices  of  most 
commodities  and  many  services  at  the  high  price  level  for  March. 

Though  this  country  actually  has  ample  raw  cotton  on  hand,  there  has  been  a 
shortage  of  finished  goods  for  civilians  because  looms  have  been  weaving  military 
goods.    Another  reason  for  the  shortage  of  goods  has  been  the  indiscriminate  buying 
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"by  housewives.    Buying  to  stock  up  for  the  future,  and  "buying  without  looking  for 
quality  and  durability  have  had  an  effect  on  the  stock  of  civilian  clothing  goods 
in  the  country.    You  and  every  other  housewife  can  do  your  part  in  helping  to  curb 
rising  prices  "by  "buying  only  the  goods  you  actually  need  for  the  winter,  and 
resisting  the  temptation  to  stock  up.    Goods  you  lay  in  for  the  future  may  eventual 
ly  be  a  loss  to  you  anyway,  and  may  make  someone  in  urgent  need  go  without.  Still 
another  way  you  and  other  housewives  can  help  keep  prices  down  is  to  refuse  to  buy 
at  prices  above  ceilings. 

Nov/  for  a  note  about  wool  and  rayon.    Whether  you  will  get  more  wool  goods 
this  year  depends,  first,  on  military  needs,  and,  second,  on  wool  imports.  Some 
wool  has  been  coming  in  recently  as  ballast  on  ships  returning  from  Australia. 
Though  civilians  will  have  enough  wool  for  essential  needs,  they  will  find  much  of 
it  blended  with  other  fibers.    Rayon  is  helping  out  a  good  deal  nowadays  in  the 
shortage  of  other  fibers.    Streamling  styles  —  omitting  fancy  unnecessary  touches 
like  trouser  cuffs,  useless  pocket  flaps,  and  other  decorations  is  helping  to  make 
the  Nation's  stock  of  textiles  go  around. 

What  about  supplies  of  dye,  and  dry  cleaning  solvents,  and  other  chemicals 

in  the  clothing  picture?    Barring  the  unforseen,  industry  should  be  able  to  supply 

enough  chemicals  for  essential  clothing  needs  of  civilians,  the  experts  believe. 

You  won't  have  so  many  colors  to  choose  from.    And  because  many  present  solvents 

are  critical  materials,  your  clothes  will  be  dry  cleaned  mostly  with  petroleum 

solvents.    This  will  mean  more  fire  risk,  so  if  you  dry  clean  at  home  take  special 

care.    Ho  shortage  of  soap  is  in  the  picture. 

So  the  wartime  clothing  picture  looks  like  this  right  now:    An  adequate 

supply  of  needed  goods,  but  no  frills  for  the  American  family  for  the  duration  of 

the  war. 


